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luxury. I have known him as a dandy conscious of his handsome
features which he tried to set off with the finest fitting European
clothes he could buy in the market, and I know him now as
practically a fakir- He is one of the bravest and the truest of Mus-
sulmans. He is as good a lover of India as he is of Islam. When
Maulana Mahomed Ali could not possibly reside permanently
at the National Muslim University, he fell back upon Khwaja
Saheb who left a growing practice in Patna to serve the Univer-
sity. I know that Khwaja Saheb implicitly believes in non-vio-
lence but he also believes in deathless courage and knows the
art of dying. Before the Rowlatt Act was born and when with some
Mussulman friends I was thinking of embarking upon satyagraha
for the purpose of compelling the release of the AU Brothers1, I
asked Khwaja Saheb how many Mussulmans would join and be
prepared to die without killing. He said at once,
Shwaib2 is certainly one. Ho is our Bayard sans peur et sans reproche. And
probably, I am half of Shwaib. I am sorry I c:uiuot give you many
more names.
This talk took place in 1917 or 1916 but I have not forgotten the
earnestness and the truthfulness and the humility that were written
in those noble features as he was speaking the few sentences. Times
have changed. Khwaja, I have no doubt, is a whole man and
many more Mussulmans have proved their bravery as was ex-
pected by Khwaja Saheb. No wonder his proud wife does not
hesitate to say: "Hope I shall continue his work to my utmost
capacity,55 Let not the reader laugh incredulously. I know the
Aligarh boys. They will twine themselves round Khurshcd Begum
as perhaps they did not in the case of Khwaja. When a pure woman
adds bravery and motherliness to her purity, she becomes at once
a magnet in a way no man can. Dr. Mahomed Alam will look
after the brains of the boys, but she will capture their hearts and
turn them into gold. And what is more, as the students have to
become masters of the art of spinning, Khurshed Begum, I doubt
not, will out-distance both her husband and Dr, Mahomed Alam
in teaching that art. Begam Mahomed Ali has collected monies
where her husband might have failed. I have already given my
opinion that she is a better speaker than the Maulana. Let me
take the reader into the secret that it was Shrimati Vasantidevi
and Urmiladevi who set Bengal on fire. I have before me a letter
1 Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali
2 Shuaib Qureshi, editor of New Era